Redoeming the Spargs
Paragha Vaycitzei

And it was reported to Laban on the third o
day that Jacob bad fled. And be took bis
kinsmen with him, and pursued after him a
seven days’ journey; and they overtook him
at Mount Gilad....
¢ And Jacob was angry and strove with La-
. ban... And be said: “What is my crime and
what is my sin, that you bave so hotly pur-
sued me?! ...Twenty years I bave been in
your employ... In the day drought con- 3
sumed me, and the frost at night; and my -

3

45 Then Jacob took a stone and raised it up as a monument. % And Jacob
said to his brethren, "Gather stones!”’ So they took stones and made 4
mound, and they ate Hhere on the mound. v Laban called it ]egar-sahadmhn,
but Jacob called it Galeed.

® And Laban declared, 'This mound is a witness between me and you
. today’’; therefore he called its name Galeed. © And as for the Mlzpah =
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* To understand the importance of the meaning of the word w3 jlet

sleep departed from my eyes...”

And Laban said: “...Come, let us make a
- covenant,. I and you.” ... And they took

stones and made a beap, and they ate there

- us examine the portion-of KyY which deals with Yaakov's travails

and difficulties in exile. The entire portion of ky* does not conkain
any mmino: mmne, blank spaces between sections which serve to
denote the end of a topic and whose purpose is g9 PP PRNTY

upon the beap... And Laban said to Jacob:

W92, to allow contemplation between sections about what one

“ ..This beap be witness, and this monument previously leaned.
be witness, that I will not cross this beap to

you, and you will not cross this beap and

monument to me, for barm...” And they <

spent the night on the bill.

And Laban rose in the moming... and be re-

tumed to bis place And ]acob went on his way.
¥ Genesis 31:4-32:2

To understand the reason for the way in which xyY is written, Jet
mexammeaMndnshwluchmterprmtheptophct words as a
criticism of our father Yaakov. :
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Why do you say, O Yaakov, ... my way is hidden
from God?”’ (Yeshayahu 40:28). Yaakov never said an
idle word save on this occasion. The Holy One, Blessed
is He, said, *’l am busy crowning your son [Yosef]| king -
and you complain that I am treating you badly?' " Thus
it says, “Why do you say, Yaakov, ‘my way is hidden
from God? ** (Bereishis Rabbah 91:13, according to the
text of the Matnos Kehunah).

Yaakov was criticized for looking at the details and particular

events, while ignoring the total picture. If one looks at particulars, one
ets a distorted view of how things really are. Yaakov. suffers when
looking at Yosef's disappearance itself; but it is the beginning of
Yosef’s monarchy when looked at in context of subsequent events.
This then is the reason that there are no MmN nMws in XYM,

because it is the beginning of the history of the children of Israel and
as such one shoqld not and may not contemplate any part of Israel’s

history separately. Israel's history, of whichxy% is the begxnmng, can

be understood only as a whole, not each event _!31 itself.

This then is the eternal answer to our questions concemms Gods™

justice. Iyov asked, “Who shall tell me that I would find Him ... and

present my case before Him?” (Iyov 23:2): To which the Holy One
replied, “Where were you when [ established the earth?” (Iyov 38:4).

At the time of creation the entire tapestry of history had already been

woven as it says, “He showed Adam each generation and its leaders”

~ (Sanhedrin 38b). One who attempts to understand history frame by

frame is doomed to failure, It is only. by placi events in their

universal context that one can truly perceive God's handiwork.
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This was the greatness of Nachum Ish Gamzu. His response to the
events that occurred to him was not merely a demonstration of simple
faith, but rather a perspective of events in their overall context. While
- each event in its own was bad, ‘this too’ would add up to a
benevolent total, which in fact it did. He was able to view God's
deeds with the approach of 132 37y 1K 1 awn, God's judgments
are true, they [His deeds] are rtghteous when taken all together#¥
(Tehillim 19:10).
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i3 L ., - Reuven went out in the '
days of the wheat harvest; he found dudaim in the
field and brought them to Leah his mother; Rachel
said to Leah, “Please give me some of your son’s
dudaim.” But she said to her, “Was your taking my
husband insignificant? — And now to take even my
son’s dudaim!” Rachel said, “Therefore, he shall lie
with you tonight in return for your son’s dudaim.”
When Yaakov came from the field in the evening,

&

\a Artzeoll- Sl Chiest,

the most puzzling in the Torah. What were they? Why were

they so_important to Rachel, L.eah, and Reuben? Why does
"the Torah relate the puzzling episode? Regarding other
verses, it is axiomatic that human intelli‘g];E_rE_e_Ls_gafp_;hlg_qf_

" only a superficial understanding of God's word; regarding -
the verses of the dudaim, it is obvious beyond doubt that the

" episode is filled with mysteries of the Torah. Indeed, the
Sages and commentators found many teachings in these
cryptic verses, among them insights into the noble charac-
ter of the people involved — and even the statements or

Leah went out to meet him and said, “It.is to me that ¥  deeds for which they were reprimanded are indicative of
you must come for I have clearly hired you with my ;h‘l‘;" grea";]eﬁ' ':l°" °"'3' P:°Ple of very high stature can be,
son’s dudaim.”.So he lay with her that night. a0 eld to such hiah standards.
God hearkened to Leah; and she conceived and | According to Sf Reuben defiberats ot he di
« * According to Sforno, Reuben deliberately sought the du-
bore Yaakov‘ a fifth son. And Leah declared, “God daim, because they were believed to have fertility-inducing
has granted me my reward because I gave my - powers, and he knew that his mother Leah.longed to have
maidservant to my husband.” So she named him ‘ E_C’r;_...chi('idfeln- er_l;l_ia_Chaim rcomments that, by so mﬂv
e r 14, . ‘Reuben displayed his_unselfish_devotion to his- mother.
Yissachar (gig. 14-18). | Normally, a child as young as Reuben, who was only a few
’ 2 ‘ gears old; would not want more siblings in the hquseholl;.
vy A oy ! : iness ahead of his.own. ii¢
+ TMRY BN YYD T WA mbynn b1 1o 0T 8D ‘“Y,’ :  showed the same filial devotion when he moved Jacob'sbed -
Amsnw3L DOKTIT AT°08 XY 1IONw M AI9NwI N ST17080 I 37BN W ; -l 3" into Leah’s tent [see 35:22].
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The name Yissachar hastwo separate mean'ings, one_of which refers
to Leah’s hiring of Yaakov’s companioriship wi i e
word 72¥, to hire). and the second to her reward (79®) for giving her
‘servant Zilpah te Yaakov. These two meanings are reflected in the double
® in the name 19wv». The common pronunciation of this word, which
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Further reflection reveals an association between the two meanings.
Far from being motivated by physical considerations in . “hiring’” her: ¥

enunciates only one of the two sins (®) in_the name Yissachar, -
emphasizeg the second meaning, based on the word *79% (mv reward).

Generally’we refrain from pronouncing the other » to’obscure the other -
interpretation of 15ww», alluding to Yaakov’s relationship with his

husband’s companionship that night, Leah’s intention was purely to bring

another leader of the Jewish people into the world..The-proof of this is
her mention of the reward she_received for giving her.maidservant to

- Yaakov, an act clearly intended to increase the number of his children,

spouses to hiring Yaakov’s companionship, an act of great privacy and
delicacy. However, the first time that this word is read, both “®” (shins)
are articulated, alluding to both reasons for the name 13w (Toras -
Moshe 22 naww» 7). ‘

since it is totally against the nature of a woman to encourage rivals for her
husband’s attentions. Thus, the dual meaning of the name Yissachar
reveals that both acts were motivated by the same goal, that of building
the Jewish nation (Toras Moshe 22a RIpm 7 1). .
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vith My goodness, says Adonoy. For thus spoke
rying and lamenting bitterly;
.omforted, for they are gone. For thus spoke Ad :
:rying and your cyes from shedding tears; for thereisa reward
Adonoy; and they shall reurn from the land
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Adonoy: A voice is heard on high,

it is Rachel weeping over her children, refusing to be .
onoy: Refrain (your voice) from |
for your deeds, said

of the cnemy. And there is hope for
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47. 7yYa 1 KR 3pyn — But Jacob called it Galeed. He had not abandoned his

language. .

48. 1y ma 537 19% pxM — And Laban declared, “This mound’x‘s?a witness. He

JAMPN NN DAY BIPIM 12 ON»IN

pnyan 34
1130 101 Wi NN NS wTPN Ionvha 133 Ipy N -

C A IO WTHN A 122 )30 IR NVSMND MTaND %Y nnnnY

| NYD TPUNTI) 2R 930 DN PYN NIYN XY DN DN ...5R1 930 TP I

TYM 173 22 INN DINY NI NVIY DO 1TYN 023 NI KD 193 (3
10290 ,PAD NV YIDYY J¥ INVON DIV IN»P NYW 10INT M3

232 A5 DN DW BNY PRI M2 DHRNYT 0911 Iy

LA N

subordinated himself toJacob by agreeing to call it by the Hebrew name. Hed L

. it be a witness of what he was about to say.
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) l‘ hy does a man who has spent his entire life in the “tents
of study,” in pursuit of wisdom and closeness to G-d, leave

the spiritual oasis of Be'er Sheva, home of Abraham and
Isaac, and go to Charan in Paddan-Aram, the world’s capital |

of idolatry and deceit, to spend twenty vears as a shepherd in

the employ of Laban the Deceiver?

¥ He is hunting sparks.

4 .

The soul of man descends into the trappings and trials of

physical life in order to reclaim these sparks. By assuminga -

physical body that will eat, wear clothes, inhabit a home,
and otherwise make use of the objects and forces of the
physical existence, the soul can redeem the sparks of h.oli-
ness they incorporate. For when man utilizes something,
directly or indirectly, to serve the Creator, he penetrates its

shell of mundanity, revealing and realizing its divine es-

sence and purpose.

47 “The deeds of the fathers are si sts fo ildren,
The story of Jacob’s journey to Charan, whe;e. he spent
twenty years in the home and employ of the F:vil Lab.a-n, is
sk the story of life itself: es. . |
" and G-dly existence to preoccupy itself with material needs,
to- become a shepherd and entrepreneur i harans of

)

the world.? The soul, too, must condescend to deal with the
crassness, hostility and deceptions of an alien employer. It
must _struggle to extract the sparks of holiness from their
. mundane_husks, to deliver® the flocks of Laban into the

_domain of Jacob.

46

The same is true of the more indirect ways in which we
redeem the holy sparks buried in creation, For our sublima-
tion of the material is not limited to our actual performance

of mitzvot; indeed, our every physical act can be directed to -

achieve this end when incorporated into one’s service of the
Almighty. For example, every time we eat, we can do so
with the intention to serve the Almighty with the energy
derived from our food; the sparks of holiness contained
within this.food are thus redgemed and unified with their
source, despite the fact that this act of eating did not con-
stitute a_mitzyah (i.e., a direct fulfillment of a divine com-
mand).” In this and similar ways, every moment and re-
source of a person’s life can be transformed into an act of
deliverance and sublimation.

T M

H\ Each and every creation, no matter how material and
mundane, has at its heart a “spark of holiness.” A spark that
embodies G-d's desire that it exist and its function:within
His overall purpose for creation. A spark that is the original
instrument of its creation and that remains nestled within it
to, continually supply it with being and vitality. A spark of

~ holiness that constitutes its “soul”—its spiritual content and -
design. *

Entrenched in the physical reality, these holy sparks are |

virtual prisoners within their material encasements. The
physical world, with its illusions of self-sufficiency and arbi-
trariness, suppresses all but the faintest glimmer of G-dliness
and purposeness of being.

H

The most obvious way in which we redeem the sparks of
holiness inherent within the material world is by fulfilling
the mitzvot of the Torah. When a physical object or re-
source is used to carry out a divine commandment (leather
used to make tefillin, wood used to build a sukkah, a coin
given to charity), its G-dly essence and raison d'étre are re-

alized: a spark has been delivered from its ¢ impris-
onment.

45 The overwhelming majority of mitzvot are performed

threugh a conscious effort on our part to fulfill G-d's will;
indeed, unl.ess there is an mtentl.on" (kavanab) to do so,
the deed might not qualify as a mitzvah." However, there

is also the rare mitzvah which can only be observed dcciden-

tally, For examplé, the Torah commands: “When you. reap

- your harvest in your field. and you forget a sheaf-in-the
. field, you shall not go back to fetch it; it shall be for the

' stranger, for the orphan and for the widow.” Of course, a

person can always observe the mitzvah of tzeddakab (char-
ity) by giving to the poor; but the particular mitzvah of shik-

chab (“forgetting”) can only be achieved against one’s con-

scious desire! For this is a mitzvah whi ivine
} yotential so sublime that it cannot be accessed by any ton-
gSious human effort.” L _
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s
| In other words, there are two types of “sparks” that a
person redeems in the course of his life. The first are those

tial for sanctity and goodness in an object or event in his
life. The second are those which pursue him: opportunities
which he would never have realized on his own, as they rep-
resent potentials so lofty that they cannot be identified and

consciously developed by his humanly finite perception and

faculties. So his redemption of these sparks can only come
about unwittingly, when, by divine providence, his inyolve-
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ment with them is forced upon him by circumstangf%p&

yond his control.

. Here, too, our lives are divided into “Charan” periods

' and “Mount Gilad” events. The bulk of our efforts are con-

scious and focused: goals are defined, opportunities recog-
nized, endeavors planned and achieved. But then there are
the “accidents” of life: situations we never desired, encoun-

ters which pursue us even as we flee from thein. These may

aggravate and exasperate us (“What more do you want of

me?!” cried Jacob on Mount Gilead, “Are twenty years of

scorching days and freezing nights not enough?”), but we

' must never dismiss them and fail to extract the kernel of -
good that certainly lies buried within them. Indeed, they

‘contain the most elusive, and most rewarding, achieve-

. _ments of our lives.” . ‘

53 . 3

! A\ nd Laban awoke early in the morning; he kissed his sons and his daughters and blessed

them; then Laban went and returned to his place. 2 Jacob went on his way, and angels of
Uod encountered him. 3 Jacob said when he saw them, “This is a Godly camp!” So he called
the name of that place Mahanaim. ' . S
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